
I-031-001

ESHB 6392 specifies that the HOV lane will be available only for

vehicles with 3 or more passengers.  This assumption was evaluated in

the Draft EIS, SDEIS, and Final EIS, and has been shown to result in

free flow operations in the HOV lane with bus service levels near 600

vehicles per day.  The State’s HOV lane operations policy would be used

to identify when the HOV lanes’ operational thresholds were met and

when an adjustment to the occupancy requirement would be

recommended.  Because ESSB 6392 specifies the HOV lane vehicle

occupancy of 3 or more people, the State would need to request

legislative approval to make any modifications.

However, one of two options for future addition of light rail in the corridor,

if the regional decision to add rail were made and funded, would be to

convert the HOV/transit lanes to light rail (the other option would be to

add light-rail only lanes). A decision to add light rail would need to be

planned and programmed by regional land use and transit agencies,

funded by a public vote, and evaluated in its own environmental analysis.

 

I-031-002

The Preferred Alternative includes a 14-foot-wide bicycle/pedestrian path

along the north side of SR 520 through the Montlake area and across the

Evergreen Point Bridge to the Eastside.
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